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An 87 year old man was hospitalized
because of bloody diarrhea, nausea and
vomiting that began the previous day.
His history was notable only for
controlled hypertension. On admission
he was conscious and hemodynamically
stable. His abdomen was noted to be
soft with no peritoneal signs. Per
rectum was a small amount of fresh
blood. Laboratory results showed leu-
kocytosis of 42,800/ml and renal failure
with creatinine of 2.6 mg/dl. Colono-
scopy revealed colitis as well as what
resembled necrotic tissue localized 30±
40 cm from the anus [Figure A].

Inserting the biopsy forceps in order
to take tissue for pathologic investiga-
tion led to sinking of the apparatus in
what appeared to be decayed material.
The odor of the specimen was also
compatible with the above. The sight,
touch and smell of the colonic finding
led to the presumed diagnosis of
ischemic colitis. The patient underwent
emergency near-total cholectomy with
cholecystectomy. The colonic biopsy
showed necrosis of the upper luminal
portion of the mucosa with sharp
demarcation from the preserved muco-
sal tissue in the lower (basal) portion

[Figure B, hematoxylin and eosin
x100].

The postoperative course was com-
plicated by an anastomosal leak that
necessitated surgical intervention. An
ileostomy was performed and drainage
tubes were left in the peritoneal space.
The patient did not recover and died 20
days after being admitted to the hospital.
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[A] View of ischemic colon through the endoscope [B] Ischemic colon (hematoxylin and eosin x100)

Painting is poetry that is seen rather than felt, and poetry is painting

that is felt rather than seen.

Leonardo da Vinci, 1519
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