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Climate change and stratospheric ozone

depletion are anticipated to have a range

of health effects. Some will be direct

effects, such as deaths related to heat

waves and skin cancer induced by

ultraviolet radiation. Others will result

from disturbances to complex physical

and ecological processes, such as

changes in patterns of infectious disease,

drinking-water supplies and agricultural

yields. Some health effects may become

evident by the year 2010; others will take

longer. Furthermore, failure to reduce

fossil fuel combustion, the principal

means of reducing greenhouse gas emis-

sions, will result directly in a continuing

(and increasing) avoidable burden of

mortality and disease from exposure to
local air pollution.

This book is actually a report that
reviews the scientific evidence and policy
implications for the potential effects of
climate change on human health. The
introduction describes the initiatives
carried out on climate change and hu-
man health at both the global and
European levels. The first chapter gives
an overview of climate change and
scenarios for Europe in the twenty-first
century. The second chapter addresses
the health effects of climate change, with
particular attention to potential effects
on thermal stress and vector-borne dis-
eases. The third chapter reviews the
health effects of stratospheric ozone

depletion, particularly the effects of
ultraviolet radiation on the immune
system. Climate change may already be
affecting human health, and a chapter
on the early health effects of climate
change is therefore included (early ef-
fects in this context are defined as effects
anticipated within the next 10±30 years).

The final chapters describe the ac-
tions required to reduce the health
effects of climate change. These include
policies to reduce climate change (miti-
gation) as well as preventive action to
reduce the potential health effects of
climate change (adaptation).
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A bird in the hand is better than two in the bUSh

The intrahepatic portion of the inferior vena cava and its
tributaries often appear as various creatures, particularly

birds, on axial sonographic scans of the liver. Here are two
examples of such feathered friends.
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