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An 85 year old man was hospita-

lized in our department because of

severe bronchopneumonia. Due to

respiratory failure he was intubated

and ventilated artificially. Two

weeks following intubation a tip of

tooth was seen below the right side

of his lower lip and a crusty ulcer on

the left side. The patient had only

two single teeth in his mandible. It

seems that the tube pushed his

mandible down so that both teeth

pressed on the area below the

lower lip, leading to the develop-

ment of pressure sores through one

of which (right) one tooth burst out

[Figure 1]. Following tracheostomy

the ulcers healed on both sides and

the right tooth retained its original

position, as seen in Figure 2.

Searching the English medical

literature, we could not find any

report of such a complication fol-

lowing an intubation. Physicians and nurses should be aware of this

possibility in elderly patients requiring artificial ventilation and

prone to develop pressure sores. Careful daily inspection of the

mouth together with regular mouth care should obviate such a

complication.
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Capsu le

Innate immune adaptations

Viruses, bacteria, and fungi express broadly distinct molecular

patterns that activate innate arms of the immune system. Most

prominently, the Toll-like receptors (TLR) use these pathogen-

specific cues to elicit intracellular signals that can be either

dependent or independent of the Toll/IL-1 Receptor (TIR)

domain-containing adaptor proteins, MyD88 and TIRAP. Yama-

moto et al. define a third TIR adaptor, TRIF, as critical for MyD88-

independent signaling by particular TLRs. Cells deficient in TRIF

failed to initiate either the interferon regulatory factor-3 or NF-B

pathways in response to TLR3 or TLR4 activation, but responded

normally to activation of other TLR family members.
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